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1. The eitfield was 500 meters east of tha town axit of Tartu 
fegoy2in, $8°22'N), Tstonian SSR, between the Narva Uighway 
and the Emajegl River (Tor details see Annex}. The field, 
sheped like an irregular quadrilateral, was 3 kilometers in 
its largest BY dimension and 2,6 kilometers in its largest 
N-S dimension. <A railroad sconnaction did no% exist buat 
{t was planned, 


©, The field, an improved air base, was to become the "first 
elass airfield of Estonia after completion of the expansion 
to the east. 


%, a. The main runway, (0 *% 1,800 maters, bad a ly-centimeter 
concrete cover on a 20-cantima ter subgrade filled with Sand, 
The conerete Slabs were 4 x 5 meters, the joints neing filled 


with ter. 


>, The N-S runway, 40 x 600 mters, was of the same condition 
and thickness as the main- B-!! runway which slightly sloped 
toward the town. Both runways had a slight arch. 


co. There was a northern and southern eonerete taxiway, sach 
13 maters wide. The first section of the northern taxiway, 
starting at the hangars, consisted of ap-end bricks, the 
joints being filled with tar. This construction, how ever, 
proved a failure as the bricks expanded in winter and raised 
the surface. Therefore, the remaining section of the tax1~ 
way as far as the runway was given a cover of concrete slabs, 
euch 12 em x k x Sm, The northern 600--meter section of the 
southern taxiway with atreraft reve tments on its side had 
pean recongigtioned, its cover being 8 em thick. 
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4X. Three rows of alreraft revetments, 30 meters one 
beliind the other, were north of tip field. Each 
gow had meny curved eeurth walls, euch about 30 
meters long and 2 meters high, usually 20 masters apart. 
The individual walls were, for ,rotection againss s)lin-e 
ters, in a chequered position to gach other, Three cr- 
four rows of lunes, very close together, were  arked 
in front of the walls, a totel of 200 to 250 alreraft 
being, counted. About 14 revetments, 80 to 100 meters 
apart, were on both sides of the Southern texiwey as 
fur as GNe curve towards the north. They were ahout 
l mater below surface, their splinterproof walls being 
1¢ meter high, They were 156 mters long, 10 meters 
wide and bed 5-centimeter conerete floors, the subgrade 
consisting cf a 15=centimeter broken stone and brick 


layer, 


5, The landing: field tad affirm grass cover, The Ssaction 
between the main runway end the southern taxiway, including 
the two runways, the taxiways, the landing strip and all 
revetments on both sides of the taxiways, wes: drained, 

Tie main sewer, 80 centimeters in diameter, was 2 maters 

ndarground as fer as 2 kiloneters from tre field border 
end then ran in an open ditch to the Narva iithway. The 
emallest pipes were 2 inches in dlameter, 


& There were two hunrars, each about 12 x 50 x 80 ters, 
one of which vas occupied by about 2% biplenes end the 
other serving as @ repsir hangar. #ifty to one hundred 
réplacenent engines were stored in one section of the 
re air hangar and cranes, laties, and a FO-ton olle 
o,erated press in the other section. The crew was 
composed of 20 to 25 men, Mo large-scale yepairs were 
done there but engines were exchanged. There were 1l2- 


cylimer in-line Veengines which [Od 25X11 
2x1 aati hud a performenes of 2,000 hp. About 10 
engines were trucked away about avery elgith day. 


7. The barracks buildings on tha western edga of the field 
served a3 billets, The sirfield administration was 
housed in the next. to last building of ths second row 
of houses. The first row of buildings was com,osed of 
gerages and twoestory warehouses in which alireraft enrines 
were also stored, An esti-ated 800 men were quartered 
in the barracks bulldings. This number was ineraased 
by 300 te 400 field vorkers end fround personnel in 
January 194/. 


8. A fuel dump which was to heave a railroad spur track 
was néar the northern road, From the outside only a 
derge hill, 1 to 13 meter. high, with & lane leading 
to the road, was seen inside the dump. Tro laree tanka, 
gach of sbout 50 cubicmeters ca ,acity, had been @xchangad 
in 1945. The alreraft were refueled from <0 tnrrea-axle 
21S-s,pecial tenk trucks of a ¢c-cublicmeter Capacity each. 


CONERDSN¢ZANTECL/US CFF ICLALS 


Approved For Release 2006/0217 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008200490012-9 


Approved For Release 2006/03/17 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008200490012-9 


CORRENTE oR GL/US ORFICIALS OuLY 


CENTRAL INTELLIGANCE AGENCY | | 25x11 


* 


9, A bomb dump, about 60 x 100 meters, in a woods north 
of the field, stored several rows of 190-kilogramn 
bombs, in piles of five bombs seach. 


10, The field had only one obstacle light. 


11. Beside the hangars there were a twoestory, 12 x 15-meter 
bullding and a tower in which were a radio station, 
a weather station anc a switchboard, 4 10-meter radis 
mast was at the side. The crew hed about 30 men. 
Four or five radio trucks were at the field. 


12. The staff wus quartered in a villa in & small park on 
the edge of the field, near the barracks buildings at 
the Yama-Koekoya road intersection. A séneral was CO 
of the field. A radio truck wus Stending in the park 
{not entered on the availubie town map). 


14%. The field was occupied by about 25 biplenmes and 250 to 
300 ground attack aircraft. 

Deseription of ground attack ,lanes: In-line engine, 
landing gear retracting outward, two mchine guns in 
each wing, «# 20-mm gun in reur Seat, trapezoidal wings, 
considsrably rounded wing tips, two-seat cockpit for 
pilot and aerial gunner. , 


Formation flying and bombing at ground taryets was 
practiced dsy and night, . 


14, Construction project: The ures cast of the field as 
far as the NeS road terminating in the Narva Hishway 
was surveyed from mid-1946 to early 197, wien the PY 
camp was suddenly dissolved. The following improve- 
ment work was to be completed by late 1948: 


a LCxpansion of sain tunway by 800 meters eastward ss 
far aS a small fir woods which was to ba cleared. 


b, A second b-S runway, running perpendicular to the 
main runway 200 meters north and 1,000 meters south, 
was to be constructed 500 meters east of the existing 
NeS runway. Tie main runway was to be 70 meters wide, 
the ,@r ,endicular runway 50 meters. 

All farmers whose farmyards were in tie @xpansion area 
and two more woose farns bordered on the northern edge 
of the ficld had been given notice in 1946, 

The expansion area extended: 

As Tar as the HeS road on the east, 


As far as the oxpansion of the southern taxiway on the 
south. 


As far as the @xpansion of the northern taxiway on the 


north. 
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The . L een ) = 
avaiievie Com nie: was Supplemented according to the 


Report, though covering an old eriod, e n 5 
Ssuyplamentary information on ce eee ie fiela. 
It is assumed that the expansion work was geanwhile com-=- , 
pleted so that the field will be suitable for air units 
equipped with novel planes. According to other repoxts, 
the field was mainly oceupied by fighters up to Larch 1948. 
wore recent rejorts on the field lave not been received, | 
¥ 


a Be ee 
hee 


ld Annex: Tartu Airfield, 


fegend to Annex: 


4 « Weather, radio station und switchboard 


nN 


- Hangar for biplanes 
> Repair hangar 
i - win ,arking site for about 250 , lanes 


= PW camp 


3 

k 

5 

6 - Northern taxiway 
7 = Main runway 

8 = Feryendicular runway 

9 = Roud with aircraft revetnente ‘ 

10 = Fuel dump 

1l = Sewer 

ie = Bomb dump 

13 = Villa housing staff 

Wy = Airfield administration building 

15 - Garages, Spare varts dump 

16 = Division hos, ital with surrounding houses 
17 = Farmhouse, partially striped 

18'- Barracks buildings and billets 


19 = Hution supply depot 
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Southern taxiway with sireraft revetomnts 
Reconditioned section of taxiway 

Expanded section of main runway (800 m ters} 
Flanned second perpendicular runway 

Small fir-woods, cleared of timber 

bustern field border, field path to Narva road 
Varmhous 6 


Brandy factory 


- Estonian National Museum 


jerking site for radio trucks 

Terrain with bomb craters 

Destroyed buildings 

About 800 meters to a wi-dwill on a hill. 
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